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Alice Rodine Volunteer Recognition Awards 

When: Thursday April 22, 2010 

Time: 6:00pm Dinner 6:30pm Awards 

Where: Mickle Center 1620 Pleasant St.  

Des Moines Neighbors 
Board of Directors:  
Chair:  
Cindy Christian 
sniklfritz30@hotmail.com 
556-6296 (cell) 
 
Vice Chair: 
Ed Conlow 
econlow@mchsi.com 
255-3044(home) 
 
Treasurer: 
Jeff Johnson 
jjohan1664@aol.com 
280-6071 (home) 
 
At-Large: 
Brian L. Millard 
bmillarddsm@aol.com 
274-5038 (home) 
 
At-Large: 
Lynn Cutshall 
lcutshall@hotmail.com 
255-3367 (home) 
 
At-Large:  
Harlan Donaldson 
valleyhighpresident@ 
yahoo.com 
263-4922 (home) 

 
For more  
information please 
call:  
515-280-1807 

 

Here’s your chance! 

We‟re looking for articles 

about your neighborhood.  

Please consider writing an 

article about something  

important going on in your 

neighborhood that will  

interest the rest of us.  

 

Please submit them to  

DesMoinesNews@aol.com  

For years, the standard at the Plan & Zoning 

Commission has been to encourage  

developers and those seeking a zoning change 

to meet with the recognized neighborhood  

association that represents the area where the 

project is located. When meetings are held and 

a neighborhood association gives an endorse-

ment, approval from the commission is more 

likely. Conversely, if they have not met with 

the neighborhood, that fact can impact how 

some commission members vote. 

 

At a recent P&Z meeting, a commercial  

property was coming back before the  

Commission to change their Planned Unit  

Development (PUD). While this is not a rare  

occurrence, the outcome was. 

 

The host neighborhood decided it was opposed 

to parts of this project and spoke at P&Z about 

the changes that concerned them. That is a  

frequent occurrence. What was unusual was 

that several neighborhoods came out in  

support of the “new” PUD as presented.  

 

Apparently, none of these neighborhoods | 

contacted the host neighborhood to discover 

what changes they were concerned about. The 

reasons the host neighborhood opposed these 

changes may or may not have merit, but the 

other neighborhoods did not take the time to 

find out before they voted to support the 

“new” PUD. 

 

This action should be a concern for every 

neighborhood. Do we really want other 

neighborhoods deciding what‟s best for ours 

without consulting us first? Time will tell if 

this is a new scheme to circumvent the 

neighborhood associations. I suggest 

neighborhoods network with each other and 

work to foster a relationship so this does not 

occur to them. 

 

“Working Together?” 
By Brian L. Millard 

2010 Alice Rodine - Robert Mickle  
Volunteer Recognition Awards 

 
Don’t forget to notify your nominees of 

their awards and join us for the  
celebration! 

 
 

This year’s awards will recognize a City 
Employee and A Citizen  

Volunteer/Neighborhood Leader.   
. 

Reminder: Please bring a dish to share with your 
neighbors! 

mailto:DesMoinesNews@aol.com


Upcoming Des Moines Neighborhood Events  
April Neighborhood Meetings and Events: 

April 22
nd

 ï Des Moines Neighbors Alice Rodine Awards ï Mickle Center 6 PM 
April 22

nd
 - Sheridan Gardens Meeting - Four Mile Community Center at 6 PM 

April 28
th
 ï Lower Beaver Member Night at Plaza Lanes, 6:30 PM. bobanntom@q.com 

 
 

May Neighborhood Meetings and Events: 
May 4

th
 ï Meredith Potluck & Mtg ï Hoover High School at 6:30 PM 

May 11
th
 - Carpenter Mtg. - Drake Security office at 6:30 PM. Robert: 277-0139 

May 11
th
 - South Park Mtg & Potluck. Lovejoy School at 6:30 PM. Jan: 953-3969  

May 11
th
 ï Douglas Acres Mtg. ï Staves Church at 7 PM bobanntom@q.com 

May 15
th
 ï SCRUB ï Central Presbyterian - 39

th
 & Grand, 7 AM - Noon 

May 15
th
 ï SCRUB ï Capitol View School ï 320 East 16

th
, 7 AM - Noon 

May 17
th
 ï Lower Beaver Mtg. ï Polk Co. River Place at 7 PM. bobanntom@q.com 

May 20
th
 - Sheridan Gardens Mtg - Brubaker Elementary School Cafeteria at 6:00 PM 
May 22

nd
 - South Park - Garden & Flower Planting - Jan: 953-3969 

 
 

 June Neighborhood Meetings and Events: 
June 8

th
 ï Carpenter Mtg ï Drake Security Office at 6:30 PM. Robert: 277-0139 

June 11
th 

& 12
th
 ï Lower Beaver Neighborhood Garage Sale. bobanntom@q.com 

June 12
th
 ï South Park Mtg ï Flag Installation & Garden Celebration ï Jan: 953-3969 

June 19
th
 ï SCRUB - Polk Co. River Place, 7 AM - Noon 

June 19
th
 ï SCRUB ï Hoover High School, 7 AM - Noon 

The time for trees is now 
By Brian L. Millard 

 

Trees provide many things to our city. They provide shade, 

increase property values, soften noise, temper the wind,  

improve air quality, provide habitat for wildlife, conserve  

water and more. A stand of trees make us all feel good. 

 At times trees seem to blend in until man or nature rips them 

from the ground. The land seems so stark once they‟re gone. 

 

Des Moines has an awesome urban forest but it is always 

evolving. We need to keep the cycle of planting and nurturing 

going year after year. Spring is an excellent time to plant 

trees in your neighborhood but there are many steps you should follow to  

assure a long life. Seek out tree professionals and resource materials to make wise choices.  

The City of Des Moines can be a valuable partner with your neighborhood. 

 

Even though the City of Des Moines has not filled the Municipal Arborist position, we still have an 

expert at our disposal. Be sure and contact our At-Large Councilman Skip Moore with your questions 

or plans. He will be glad to work with your neighborhood to complete your tree project.  

You can contact Skip at skipmoore@dmgov.org or by calling him at City Hall. 
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Are you an owner of a pre 1978 residential home or income property?  
Are you a landlord, a home remodeler or a general contractor?  

Have you been updated on the new lead paint rules? 
 

RENOVATION, REMODELING, AND REPAINTING RULE 
AMENDMENTS TO 641ðCHAPTER 70 - FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

Overview  
Renovation can disturb paint. This includes sanding, cutting, and all types of demolition. Renovation in 
pre-1978 buildings can create lead dust and chips. These can hurt adults and children. In 2008, the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued rules for renovation. They apply to renovation in 
pre-1978 housing (target housing). They also apply to pre-1978 child-occupied facilities (daycare cen-
ters, kindergartens). Beginning April 22, 2010, renovators must be certified. They must also follow lead-
safe work practices. The Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) will carry out these rules in Iowa. 
Certified people will be called ñlead-safe renovators.ò  
 

What buildings are covered by the rule?  
Å Target housing: Housing built before 1978.  
Å Child-occupied facilities: Home daycares, daycare centers, preschools, kindergarten classrooms, 
or other buildings built before 1978.  
 

What activities are covered by the rules?  
Any work that disturbs painted surfaces in pre-1978 homes and child-occupied facilities. Some exam-
ples are:  
Å Removing painted components such as doors and windows.  
Å Repairing a painted surface or preparing it for repainting.  
Å Replacing windows.  
Å Removing walls and ceilings.  
 

Who must comply with the rules?  
Anyone who disturbs paint in target housing and child-occupied facilities including:  
Å Renovation and remodeling contractors.  
Å Contractors who replace windows and doors.  
Å Rental property owners.  
Å Maintenance workers.  
Å Painters.  
Å Some plumbers and electricians.  
 

How do I comply with the rule?  
Contractors must take an approved 8-hour lead-safe renovator course. If you already took an approved 
lead-safe work practices course, you must take a 4-hour refresher course. After you take a class, you 
must apply to be certified and pay a $60 fee.  



How does my company comply with the rule?  
Companies that conduct renovation must be certified. You must assign at least one certi-
fied lead-safe renovator to each job. The certified lead-safe renovator must train other 
workers on each job. Workers must use lead-safe work practices. Your firm must be certi-
fied. There is no fee for firm certification.  
 

What actions must renovators take for each project?  
The certified lead-safe renovator must assure that:  
Å Signs warn occupants not to enter the work area.  
Å Dust and debris are contained to the work area.  
Å Waste material is contained, stored, and transported safely.  
Å Prohibited work practices are not used.  
Å The work area is cleaned.  
Å The work area passes post renovation cleaning verification or clearance testing with dust 
samples.  
Å Complete and maintain records about the project.  

 
Are there exceptions to the rule?  
The rule does not apply to:  
Å Lead abatement. Lead abatement conducted by a certified lead abatement contractor.  
Å Owner-occupant. A property owner can do work in a property where the person or im-
mediate family lives.  
Å Minor repair or maintenance activities: Activities that disturb less than 1 square foot. 
This applies only to minor paint repair and minor plumbing and electrical work.  
Some parts of the rule do not apply to surfaces where there is no lead-based paint. A 
certified lead inspector/risk assessor must test the paint. A certified renovator can also use 
an EPA-recognized test kit.  
Are there extra requirements for lead-poisoned children?  
Work must be done immediately for an elevated blood lead (EBL) child. Work performed in 
response to an EBL inspection must pass clearance testing. This must be done by an EBL 
inspector/risk assessor. Post renovation cleaning verification cannot be used.  
People who perform this work are initially exempt from certification. However, they must 
still follow all other parts of the rule. Also, they must be certified within six months of the 
EBL inspection. They can be certified as a lead safe renovator, lead abatement worker, or 
lead abatement contractor.  
 

Do I still have to comply with the pre renovation notification rule if I 
am a certified lead-safe renovator?  
Yes, this rule has not changed. Contractors must notify the owner and occupants when 
they disturb paint in target housing and child-occupied facilities.  
 

Where can I get additional information?  
Contact the IDPH, Bureau of Lead Poisoning Prevention at 800-972-2026.  
 



Des Moines Neighbors  

General Meeting 

March 25, 2010 

 

 
Des Moines Neighbors Minutes  

Thursday March 25, 2010 

Move agenda around and move guest speakers 

Meeting called to order at 7:02  

Motion by L. Cutshall to modify agenda to move neighborhood reports to the beginning and H. Donaldson seconds. 

Neighborhood Reports: 

Merle Hay- Leading all neighborhoods in loans in the City of Des Moines.  Urbandale Ave. and Merle Hay Rd. starting the widening of 

that road. 

Gray’s Woods- Officially recognized Neighborhood Association.  First meeting on Tuesday evening… 70 + people in attendance. 

Will be working on the I-235 clean up for the next two year. State Fair clean-up. Rental Issues to deal with.  New sewer line going through 

the neighborhood. Easton Blvd. going to have a lot of work done this year.   

Discussion about the proposed development in the area. 

King Irving and Mondamin Presidential: Retreat the next two days to talk about planning for year two and three. 

Valley High Manor:  Working on construction on Four Mile area.  Working with Parks and Recreation to discuss disability issues at the 

neighborhood park. 

Sherman Hill:  In the process of doing an amendment to the approved action plan.  Reorganized goals and committees.   

Discussion about the revising of neighborhoods plans and goals. 

Northeast Neighbors: Railroad issues on the East side- long wait times.  Next meeting- have a leadership reception where all of the 

neighborhoods on the NE side are being specially invited and recognized. 

Plymouth Church- 4018 Ingersoll- Upcoming Open House to promote a lease for the property and possible renovation. 

Approval of the minutes:  
Corrections: National Night Out 1st Tuesday of August 

Motion to approve with corrections: L. Harral 

Second: L. Cutshall 

Speakers:  

Mayor Frank Cownie 
Discussion about budget and the work being done with it.   

Budget balanced for upcoming two years and has been passed. 

 

Flooding Issues- Upstream in northern counties have been taken off the flood watch.  Risk has been lowered for the moment. 

 

Levees – Birdland and Central Place- Agreement with Corp. of Engineers to reconstruct the levees. Work to begin and funding is in place. 

Bids have been awarded. Will be moving ahead with the work. Birldand should start in the latter part of May and Central Place to begin 

around late August.    

Explanation on why the process took the time it did. 

Question and brief discussion about the Prairie Meadows Money and the Street? 

Discussion about storm water utility and issues around it. 

Discussion about the Google Fiber possibilities and project.  Anyone that has an interest to having this come to DSM can go to the DSMfi-

ber.org or dmneighborhoodresources.org and submit why this would be great for DSM. 

Skip Moore – DSM City Council  

Brief about flooding 

Hearing two things the most at Neighborhood Meetings: Zoning issues and NBSD 

Question: How do we the neighbors that don‟t pick up their trash and debris and put it on the parking? 

Garbage is supposed to turn it in; the “green team” will come out and notify them that they have a couple days to do it. IF it is not done they 

pick it up and asses them the cost.  

Call public works at 283-4950 and they see to it that someone notifies them to pick it up.| 

SCRUB days have been expanded and the Compost site and transfer station are open. 

Franklin Library, LEED Platinum and Oak Trees discussion.  Monitored for one year, after that it will be assessed and the City will cut trees 

back if necessary.   

 

Discussion about infrastructure on the eastside and plan for the Gray‟s Woods Neighborhood. 

 

Discussion about half-way homes being built in the some neighborhoods, anything that city can do to help stop these being built. 

Discussion about the response of city staff and the cooperation with the neighborhoods and Des Moines Neighbors. 

City Employees response- Call a councilperson and the city manager‟s office if you have issues. 

Discussion about crime stats in Indianola Hills and break - in„s. 

Discussion about neighborhood energy efficiency competition and ideas. 
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Discussion about possibly re-implementing the old neighborhood watch program 

Question: GESD bought a graffiti camera.. Can that be put down on Williams to catch liter and illegal dumping? 

 

Des Moines Neighbors Announcements: 

Alice Rodine Nominations 

Cookbook Sales 

Old Business 

Adjoin: 

H. Donaldson 

Second: J. Hanover 
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