
N O V E M B E R    2 0 0 9  

Page 1 

Des Moines Neighbors Monthly Meeting 

December’s Des Moines Neighbors meeting will be replaced with  

 the 2009 Holiday Potluck.  

Des Moines Neighbors Board of Directors:  
Chair     Vice Chair      Treasurer            At -Large                    At -Large              At -Large 

Cindy Christian   Ed Conlow       Jeff Johannsen           Brian Millard               Lynn Cutshall               Harlan Donaldson 

Sniklfritz30@hotmail.com   conlow@mchsi.com   jjohan1664@aol.com    bmillarddsm@aol.com     lcutshall@hotmail.com     valleyhighpresident@yahoo.com 

556-6296 (cell)   255-3044 (home)    280-6071(home)        274-5038 (home)      255-3367 (home)          263-4922 (home) 

 
 

 

 

D E S  M O I N E S  N E I G H B O R S  N E W S L E T T E RD E S  M O I N E S  N E I G H B O R S  N E W S L E T T E RD E S  M O I N E S  N E I G H B O R S  N E W S L E T T E R   

Des Moines Neighbors Cookbook 

 

Des Moines Neighbors First  

cookbook has been ordered and 

should be ready for sale around the 

Holidays. 

 

Please watch for more information 

very soon.   Books will be sold at 

various locations around the city 

and through the board members of 

Des Moines Neighbors. 

 

Questions call the NRO  

at 515-280-1807 





Tom Vlassis Halley Greiss 

Information provided by the website of each of the candidates running for office.  

 

Skip Moore is 55 years old and was born in Iowa Falls, Iowa. He 
has lived in Des Moines for 46 years. He graduated from East High 
School and has been employed for 34 years with the City of Des  
Moines; currently, he is the Municipal Arborist. Mr. Moore has 
been involved in the Des Moines neighborhood movement since 
1987. 

Skip was elected to the Logan Community Citizen Task Force 
and the Des Moines Action Board in 1988 

Skip served as Chair of the Logan Citizens Task Force from 
1990-1996. 

Skip was spokesperson for the Second Police Citizens Academy 
in 1993. 

Skip was appointed to the Flood Housing  
Consortium from 1993-1996 

Skip served as Chair of the Des Moines Action Board from 
1994-1996 

Skip was Chair and Charter Member of Northeast Neighbors 
from 2005 -2006   
 

 
 
 

  
  

For more information visit www.moore4council.com  

City Council  Candidates 

Run ïOff Elections 2009 

REMEMBER TO VOTE December 1, 2009 

At-Large  

Ward 1 
Tom Vlassis is a life-long resident of Des Moines, who has served in 
the U.S. Air Force from 1952-1956. After that time he entered Drake 
University where  he completed his B.S. in Education and graduated 
from the College of Pharmacy in 1968.   
 In addition to serving on several civic boards and commis-
sions, tom has served the community and State in several other 
ways, presenting more than 300 drug education programs through 
the State of Iowa.  Nationally, Tom has served on the Public Infor-
mation Committee and the Professional Standards Committee of the 
National Association of Retail Druggists, and several committees 
with the American Pharmaceutical Association.  
 Tomôs actual involvement with the City of Des Moines began 
in 1981 when he served as Director of Good and Services for the Ja-
pan Arts Festival, followed by six years on the Planning & Zoning 
Commission.  Tom was elected to the DM  City Council in 1989 for 
Ward one, a position he has held for twenty years. 
Vision for the Future  

Continued successes working with the Habitat for Humanity for 
reconstruction of problem homes and in -fill housing  
Continued efforts in controlling drug abuse and other crimes  
Completion of Closes Creek Basin sewer Systems 
Continue to provide safety measures in the streets to keep citi-
zens safe 
Working with possible developers for several sites in Ward One 
Completion of the streetscape for Beaverdal and for the River-
bend Area, working through, and with, the Main Street Iowa 
Initiative  
Completion of the Trestle-to-Trestle Recreation Trail and other 
area Trails 

For more information visit www.tomvlassis.com  

Halley Greiss was born and raised in Lincoln, NE and moved to 
Des Moines after high school to pursue a college education from 
Drake University.  Halley graduated from Drake University in 
May of 2008 with a degree in Accounting.  He is currently work-
ing on his education at the Drake University Law School and an-
ticipates receiving his J.D. in May of 2010.  He is currently man-
aging Editor of Drakeôs Journal of Agricultural Law.   
 Halley has served as the President of the Campus Fellow-
ship, one of the largest organizationôs on Drakeôs campus.  He has 
also spent the last three summers organizing volunteers and 
coaching for Central City Soccer. 
Principals. Ideas. Policies  

Ideas of personal responsibility and public accountability.  

Committed to returning to the notion of service to the office 
of public servant. 

Ideas 
Welcome Industry  

Get Actively Involved in Education  

Create a Comprehensive City Plan 

Involve Citizens and Allow the People to Govern 
Policies 

Empower the People to Govern 

Develop Accountability to the Voters 

Begin Measuring Government by the Results Achieved 

Create Prosperity for Des Moines and itôs Citizens 
For more information visit www.halleygriess.com  

Skip Moore Leisha Barcus  
Leisha Barcus is  originally from Davenport, Iowa, but has been a 
member of the Des Moines community since 1986.  
Barcus currently owns  Priority Projects , a project management 
firm that assists organizations with strategic and collaborative 
initiatives and marketing communition strategies.  

Leisha served as project manager for Embrace Iowa; 2008 

Disaster Fund 

At the Community Foundation of Greater Des Moines Barcus 

led the design and delivery of Connecting Kids and Culture 

and Bravo Greater Des Moines. 

Leisha served as Executive Director of Hoyt Sherman Place 

from 2001-2005 

Barcus was Vice President of Downtown Development for the 

Greater Des Moines Partnership 

Leisha created and served as the first Director of Recyle Iowa 

Leisha is currently a membe of the Des Moines Planning and 

Zoning Commission, a board member on the Center on Sus-

tainable Communities, a board member of the Catalyst Arts 

Academy, and a board member of Teacher Tools 4 Tomorrow. 

 

For more information visit www.leishabarcus.com  



Minutes 

Des Moines Neighbors General Meeting  

September 24
th
  2009 7:00pm 

Mickle Center 

­ 

In attendance: Don Vines, Larry Rogers, Lynn Cutshall, Leander Harral,  Jane Linthucum, David Stephenson,  Jo Ann Hanover, Brian Millard, Cindy Chris-
tian 
 NRO Staff: Shallee Keenan, Kimberly Hansen  

Meeting called to order at 7:04 pm by Cindy Christian 

  

Approval of the Agenda:  

Motion to approve the agenda: B. Millard  

Second: L. Cutshall  

Corrections to minutes:  

Spelling of B. Millardôs & Roger Doremôs was corrected 

It was also added that there was a discussion about forming a committee in order to discuss the weed issue in Des Moines. 

 

 Motion to approve the minutes from July 2009 with corrections:  

Second by: B. Millard  

Motion Carries: H. Donaldson  

 

Guest Speaker:  

Gary Fox ï Des Moines Traffic and Engineering 

Mr. Fox discussed the new bus benches and the company that will soon be taking over the bench operations throughout Des Moines.  

Discussion about the different aspects of the change in the bus benches these include the types of benches, the companies, the contract and advertising on 

the benches and the locations etc.  

Questions were answered about locations, whether visual images of the benches will be available at the council meeting, snow removal and a number of 

other things. 

They will not be allowed to take out current benches that have been put in by neighborhood etc.  

There was a brief discussion about round- a-bouts throughout the city and neighborhoods. 

 

Larry Rogers Report 

Great neighborhood meeting at the academy the day before, primarily NBDS neighborhoods that were involved.  

Brief discussion about camera in police vehicles.  There are currently cameras in every traffic vehicle and other vehicles depend on funding.  

 

Link to check crime in your neighborhoods http://mapping.dmgov.org/crimeview/ 

 

Neighborhood Resource Office Update 

ComNet 

All surveys are complete for the year 

Completed Waveland Park August 29th 

SouthPark will complete the portions of their survey that we did not get to in October, if the weather holds up. 

NRO òFriendraiseró  

An effort to raise awareness about the Neighborhood Associations and the NRO . 

November 5th 5:00-8:00pm at the Des Moines Social Club ; Name is TBD. 

NRLC Neighborhood Resident Leadership Certificate 

Brief discussion about the classes overlapped with the meetings. 

The classes are a chance to get new people involved with neighborhood and gaining knowledge. 

Fall Schedules are now available and classes are in session. 

 

DMN NEIGHBORS REPORT 

Convenience Store Canopy 

B. Millard shared that the city manager has asked staff to work towards creating an ordinance and they are now taking on this issue and Des Moines 

Neighbors will wait to see results.  DSM Neighbors is now out of the process, and hopefully they will be able o see ordinance if drafted and comment. 

http://mapping.dmgov.org/crimeview/


 

Des Moines Neighbors by-law changes 
by laws distributed, third page section six, article five e is where a change will be made.  It is changed to note that board members can 

vote via electronic devises, ex. E-mail. 

 B. Millard voiced issue with e-mailing vs. live vote on phone; feels that it should only include telephone or conference call.  

 A few questions were answered exé does open meetings laws include e-mail? 

        ñThe board of directors may vote and participate in meetings so long as the process remains in compliance with open meetings lawsò- 

Proposed by Ed Conlow 

         ñ At the discretion of the chair, the board may use electronic devices to vote or participate in meetings, so long as such process remains in 

compliance with open meetings lawsò 

 

C. J Stephens discussed how her neighborhood just did about electronic voting. Wanted things done electronically to be entered into official 

minutes and documented.  

Any spending had a $500.00 limit.  

Clarification that the Des Moines neighborôs by-law changes only affect the Des Moines Neighbors Board of Directors participation, not general 

membership. 

Motion to change by-laws : H. Donaldson  

Second: E. Conlow 

Motion passes  

 

Cookbook 

Cookbooks are ready to be ordered as soon as the price is approved.  

 

Treasurer Report:  

J.Johanson was absent 

Current Balance: $1,947.91 as reported by Cindy Christian 

 

 New Business 

Younkers Community Day will be in November - C. Christian has the books sitting on hold for her. 

Dave Stephenson brought up a discussion about the dangerous/ Poisonous weeds that are appearing all over the City of Des Moines. 

He brought dangerous weeds to show the group and suggested that all neighborhood groups get copies of the Weed commission office opera-

tions manual. 

 

 Action Item: Cindy Christian will join Dave Stephensen and Don Vines in forming a committee to discuss how this weed problem can be  

combated. 

Old Business 

None 

Neighborhood Reports 

 Remember the free computer classes that are being offered by the NRO.. Check the newsletter for more information. 

H. Donaldson mentioned a course on new driver safety 

 

Mondamin Presidential- Fish and chicken Fry October 2nd 5-8pm Casady school $6-8 depending on what you get. 

King Irving ï October 3rd Rock the Block-Block Clean up Day still looking for volunteers to help out. 

King Irving- 13th & College Avenue will have a Community garden going in  

The Tai Village cultural celebration October 3rdB. Millard  

Waterbury- Saturday June 12th and Sunday 13th of 2010 Secret Gardens of Waterbury featuring the Secret artists of Waterbury. 

Private fundraiser with pre garden tour and art auction the day before. 

Val Air issue- the neighborhood association does not support the actions against the Val Air.   

October 6th- FCCI will have a meeting and Habitat for Humanity will introduce new family in the neighborhood. 

 October 7th- Waveland Parkôs large fall meeting at the NW community Center- Bill Stowe will speak about Storm water run off.  

 

No official adjournment. 

 



 

  
  

  

 


